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The Air-Spade®: Revolutionizing Tree Root Care

A

vast majority of tree health problems involve the root system. This creates a major challenge for arborists to evaluate a part of the tree
that cannot be seen. Most traditional methods of uncovering roots typically cause unjustified damage to the tree’s root systems and therefore arborists have relied on evaluating visual symptoms of above ground portions of the tree to diagnose root problems. Fortunately for professional arborists, there is a new tool available that is revolutionizing this area of tree care. It’s called the
Air-Spade® and it’s one of the most exciting tools to come along in years for the landscape service industry.
It’s a novel concept that uses existing technology combined with a new specialized apparatus. A high powered
compressor forces air through the device creating a supersonic stream that moves at twice the speed of sound
to penetrate and break up hard soils. Because it uses solely air, it is harmless to non-porous objects buried
underground like roots, pipes, cables, footings, foundations and fiber optic lines. The technology behind the
Air-Spade® is so effective at moving dirt without disturbing surrounding objects that it is being evaluated for
mine removal work in Afghanistan.
The Air-Spade® is a truly versatile tool that can be used in a wide variety of tree care, plant health care, and
landscaping applications, including but not limited to: excavating tree root collars and trunk flares,
investigating damage caused by tree roots, analyzing and correcting tree root health, inspecting girdling
roots, confirming improper planting techniques, bare root transplanting, and aerating or reducing soil
compaction. We are excited to be utilizing this new tool as an important part of our Root Zone
Rejuvenation Program (See Page 3) and as a non-invasive method of examining and caring for
root systems. Search Air-Spade® on YouTube.com to see this amazing tool in action!

LED Holiday Light Installation

O

ur specialized equipment and
expertise in accessing trees
assists us in the process of installing
and maintaining holiday lights. When we
place light strands, we typically drape
them around the tree instead of
wrapping branches because it is the
least invasive method and therefore
less likely to girdle the tree in the short
term (2-5 Years). Preventative removal
and adjustment is the key to avoiding
irreversible tree injury. We strongly
recommend that lights be checked every
2-3 years and removed/adjusted if
necessary to prevent damage. Installing
lights on a living tree should never be considered a permanent decoration. We use state-of-the-art commercial grade LED lights that are energy
efficient and durable. Contrary to popular belief, LEDs are now offered in an array of different colors (including warm white) which are
comparable to incandescent lights. We take great pride and care in how we install and maintain light strands on living trees. Check out our
website for more information on holiday lighting, the benefits of LED technology and pictures of of our work.
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Pine Needle Scale Update
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ine Needle Scale continues to attack evergreen trees in the Wood River
Valley. The main causes of this epidemic are an overpopulation of
Colorado blue spruce trees, decreasing open spaces between homes and
neighborhoods, and untreated existing infestations. Our hope is that more
people will become aware of this destructive pest, and as a community, work
together to reduce the re-infestation rate between neighboring properties.
Pine needle scale is easily identified as small white dots (scales) on the needles
of evergreens. These armored insects use special mouthparts to suck fluid from
needles which causes them to turn brown and drop from the branch. Initial
attacks can go unnoticed for several years, but eventually, more severe
infestations cause entire branches and entire trees to defoliate.
Chemical control applications and/or tree removal are currently the
most effective methods in managing this pest. Control programs
involve monitoring for egg hatch and performing treatments that
eliminate crawlers before they become adults and reproduce.
Achieving control can be problematic even when everything is
being done correctly. Results are affected by varying times of egg
hatch, chemical resistance, and re-infestations caused by
untreated neighboring trees.
Best management is achieved when customers enroll in our Plant
Health Care (PHC) monitoring programs in addition to control
applications. PHC involves regular site visits by an ISA Certified
Arborist who inspects and monitors pest populations and overall
landscape health. These extra site visits allow for a more targeted
and thorough approach. Contact us to set up a site visit to
evaluate scale activity or enroll in a Plant Health Care Program.
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ArborCare Soil Health Programs

S

oil health and proper nutrition are paramount when considering overall plant health. Soil Health Programs improve deficient
soils by promoting healthy soil biology and by providing essential plant nutrition. Our programs feature the use of organic compost, ArborCare Special-T (organic compost tea), and fertilizers along with soil conditioning and aeration techniques to enhance
landscape soils. These methods encourage trees, shrubs, and lawns to be healthier and more resistant to pest and disease problems. It’s the best thing you can do to promote the health and beauty of your landscape.
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ArborCare Special-T
Naturally provides nutrients and soil building microbes to trees,
shrubs, lawns, and other plants. It’s a complete soil conditioner to be
used in combination with other best management practices. Think of
it as building soil health over time, adding beneficial organisms that
aid in plant health and growth.

Deep Root Fertilization
Based on the specific needs of each site, ArborCare Special-T is
custom blended with other nutrients and compounds (macro and
micro-nutrients, mycorrhizae, organic soil microbes). A high quality
nutrient solution is injected into the root zone of a tree for easy
absorption. This process, encourages root growth, aerates soil,
reduces soil compaction, builds resistance to disease and pests, and
promotes hardy foliage.

NEW!

Biological

Organic Compost Top-dress
Improves soil structure, provides nutrients, manages moisture, regulates pH, and increases microbial activity. It’s the most effective and
natural top-dressing agent that feeds trees, shrubs, and lawns and
increases the health of the soil in one easy step!

Core Aeration
A lawn aerator with hollow tines mechanically removes soil plugs or
"cores" of soil and thatch from a lawn. This reduces soil compaction
creating a channel through which oxygen, water and nutrients can
penetrate into the soil.

Root Zone Rejuvenation featuring the Air-Spade®

Root Rejuvenation is designed to promote root growth and improve overall soil health.
There are 4 steps involved in setting up and implementing the Root Rejuvenation Program:
● Site, tree, and soil evaluation - the landscape and affected trees are examined by
one of our ISA Certified Arborists and a soil analysis is completed. Partial or
complete Root Rejuvenation Programs may be recommended depending on the
results of the evaluation and diagnostic tests. If pests or diseases are suspected in
the tree decline, treatment recommendations will be provided.
● Soil conditioning - the Air-Spade® tool is used to increase aeration and reduce soil
compaction in the critical root zone by cultivating the soil to a depth of six to eight
inches without disturbing the roots.
● Soil amendment - the soil chemistry is amended with a custom blend of fertilizer
and organic compost tea as specifically needed for each site. In addition, organic
matter and beneficial soil microbes are incorporated into the treatment zone.
● Mulching - the process is finalized with a layer of mulch, compost, or sod
depending on the site specifications.
Contact us to schedule an evaluation of your property’s soil health and discover how our
programs will protect your plants, promote soil sustainability, and help your landscape thrive.
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Tree Profile: Concolor Fir

T

he Concolor Fir or White Fir (Abies concolor) is a fir native to the mountains of western North
America, occurring at elevations of 3,000 to 11,000 feet. It is a medium to large slow-growing
conifer that reaches heights of 25-50 feet tall. It has rich green or bluish-green needles that are
soft and flat with rounded tips. The bark is ashy gray, smooth, and becomes more furrowed
with age. It grows best in deep, fertile, moist, well-drained, rocky or sandy loam soils. It
can withstand heat, cold and drought within USDA hardiness zones 4-7 and prefers full
sun, but can tolerate light shade. Uniquely, this species requires less moisture than
other firs and is also more tolerant of pollution and other urban stresses. Additionally, it
has no serious pest issues, but it may be attacked by spider mites, aphids, leaf rusts and
canker diseases. Outside of landscaping, it is valued for cut Christmas trees,
construction lumber, volatile oils and perfumes, and medicine for colds and asthma.
Because of its growth habit, soft blue foliage, and limited pest problems, it’s a great
alternative to Colorado blue spruce and it’s a great choice to diversify your landscape!

Serving Sun Valley and Beyond Since 1997
Trim Department
Our ISA Certified Arborists follow best management practices for quality and safety as established by the International Society of Arboriculture.
Tree & Shrub Pruning
Holiday Lights

Expert Removal
Planting Projects

Brush Chipping
Cabling & Bracing

Stump Grinding
Monitoring Straps

Pest & Disease Management
Our integrated pest management (IPM) strategy strives to satisfy environmental concerns as well as gaining satisfactory control over disease and pests.
Systemic Treatments
Plant Growth Regulators

Contact Sprays
Animal Repellents

Spider Barriers
Tree Cages

Mosquito Control
Organic Options

Soil Health Programs
Soil Health Programs improve deficient soils by promoting healthy soil biology and by providing essential plant nutrition. Treatments encourage trees,
shrubs, and lawns to be healthier and more resistant to pest and disease problems.
Compost Top-dressing
Soil Testing & Evaluation

Mulching
Core Aeration

Deep Root Fertilization
Root Zone Rejuvenation

ArborCare Special-T Compost Tea
Air-Spade® Services

Lawn Department
We design and implement custom lawn health and weed control programs to fit all customer needs.
Turf & Native Weed Control
Fertilization

Noxious Weed Control
Tree Ring Maintenance

Compost Top-dressing
Over-seeding

Insect and Disease Management
Organic Options

Plant Health Care (PHC)
Our PHC programs involve regular site visits by an ISA Certified Arborist to inspect and monitor tree, shrub, lawn, and overall landscape health.
Individualized Programs

Cost Effective & Proactive

Environmentally Sensitive

Single Visit to Weekly Visits per Season

Certified Arborist Consulting
We offer a wide range of consulting services for private and commercial accounts.
Risk Assessment & Management
Tree Protection for Construction Sites

Valuation & Appraisal

Opinions & Condition Reports

Expert Witness Services

ISA Certified Arborists
Bill Josey
RM-0715AT
Jeff Beacham
PN-5864A
Nick Chickrell
PN-6472A
Liz Conrod
PN-5912A
Mark Ryskiewicz WI-0922A
ISA Qualified Tree Risk Assessors
Bill Josey
CTRA 528
Jeff Beacham
CTRA 868
Po Box 397, Hailey, ID, 83333, Tel: (208) 788-1611, Fax: (208) 788-1610
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www.SunValleyTree.com

