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    Arboriculture is a service industry that is greatly affected by fluctuations in financial markets. 

More specifically, the housing market can have major implications for professional arborists 

and the green industry as a whole. Property owners feeling the squeeze of a stagnant economy 

are less likely to purchase essential tree care services. Despite the financial crisis, tree still 

require regular maintenance to maintain optimum health over their lifetime. 

    Think of your trees and landscape as a lifetime investment. How well your tree, and 

investment grows depends on the type of tree and its location as well as proper installation 

and follow-up care. Healthy trees and landscapes increase in value with age and therefore, 

increase property values, beautify our surroundings, purify our air, and save energy. It is clear 

that tree provide numerous aesthetic and economic benefits but not without incurring some 

costs. You should be aware that a lifelong commitment is essential for your trees to provide 

the benefits that you desire. 

    To function well in the landscape, trees require maintenance. Providing a preventative care 

program for your landscape plants is the first step to long term tree health. Regular monitoring 

and maintenance will promote plant health and vigor, and also ensure their value will continue 

to grow. Preventing a problem is much less costly and time-consuming than curing one once it has developed. A proactive Plant 

Health Care program, including regular inspections, preventative and control pest applications, and regular pruning can detect 

problems and correct them before they become an issue. These programs are further designed to prevent or reduce the severity of 

future disease, insect, and environmental problems. Obviously, healthy trees live longer, so employing these practices when caring 

for your home landscape is an investment that will offer enjoyment and value for generations to come. 

    Maintaining and inspecting trees and landscapes is a complicated undertaking which requires the skills of a Certified Arborist. 

Certified Arborists have the knowledge and equipment necessary to safely prune, spray, fertilize, and inspect landscapes. Call today 

to set up a site inspection with one of our five ISA Certified Arborists to discuss a Plant Health Care maintenance program.   
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Landscape Professionals Dedicated to Preserving 

and Protecting Your Growing Investment 

    Many aspects of successful lawn care 

focus around proper watering practices. 

Preventing lawns from dehydration and 

flooding discourages weed growth, in 

addition to preventing disease and in-

sects. When turf is watered incorrectly, 

plant growth is diminished, allowing 

weeds and diseases to invade. Many 

common weeds and diseases actually 

thrive under these extreme conditions. 

   There are three aspects of successful 

lawn watering; how often, how long, and 

what time of day. As a general rule, 

deep watering every 2-3 days is much 

better for root growth than watering 

lightly every day. Light, frequent water-

ing causes established lawns to  de-

velop shallow-root systems and is truly 

only required following the installation of 

sod. Ideally, turfgrass should be irri-

gated long enough to infiltrate the soil to 

a depth of 6 to 8 inches. 

    What time of day to water is equally 

important to keep in mind. The best 

time to irrigate your lawn is during the cool 

early morning hours. Less water is lost to 

evaporation and wind drift during this 

time. Evening watering of turf is not recom-

mended because when grass stays wet for 

more that 6 hours at a time it is subject to 

fungal diseases. Water-logged lawns die 

over time from root rots, excessive accu-

mulation of thatch and competition from 

weeds. 

    One additional factor to take into ac-

count is whether your irrigation system is 

functioning correctly. Sprinkler heads that 

are broken, obstructed, or set too low or 

too high may not reach all areas of the lawn 

and can result in dry or flooded spots in an 

otherwise healthy turfgrass. To maintain a 

healthy lawn, uniform coverage is vital. 

    In conclusion, remember that water re-

quirements vary among plant species, cli-

mate, time of year, and growing conditions. 

How trees and shrubs interact with a lawn 

irrigation schedule can be a complicated 

issue. Hiring a professional to manage your 

irrigation system would be a wise choice for 

your lawn and trees! 

Proper Lawn Watering Prevents Problems and Saves Water  



    Girdling is any activity that injures the bark 

of a tree trunk and extends around much of 

the trunk's circumference. Unfortunately, we 

see tree girdles all the time in our valley. 

Girdling eventually results in the strangula-

tion and subsequent death of the tree. There 

are many causes for girdles, most of which 

can be easily avoided or prevented. The ma-

jority of girdles we have observed are fre-

quently 

human and machine caused. However, many 

are caused by animals, environment, and 

even the tree itself. First, let’s focus on the 

common human practices causing girdling in 

our area and how to prevent them. 

       With trees all around us, it is easy to 

forget that they are living organisms, subject 

to some of the same problems as other living 

things. Simple bumps and bruises can com-

pound and lead to decline and eventually 

death. The most common girdles we see in 

landscapes are caused by lawnmowers, 

weed trimmers, snow plows and other ma-

chinery bumping the base of the trunk. Such 

mechanical injuries destroy the tree's most 

crucial transport membranes. These mem-

branes move water, minerals, and food be-

tween the roots and leaves. Many of these 

mechanical injuries can be easily prevented 

by mulching or creating tree wells around the 

base of trees in turf areas.  

    In addition, people often girdle trees by 

installing wires or cordage for clotheslines, 

birdfeeders, or other hanging items that do 

not expand as the tree grows. Sometimes 

vigorous species can survive by growing over 

and around such objects. Regardless, the 

trunk or branch is typically weakened and 

presents a significant risk of failure. Some 

other preventable girdles caused by humans 

include improper planting procedures (i.e., 

not removing planting baskets, tree stakes, 

nylon rope and burlap), installing dog 

leashes, Christmas lights, hammocks, and 

tree houses around the tree.  

    Significant girdles are also caused in our 

area when wild animals feed on, scratch and 

climb trees. Deer, elk, bears, and mountain 

lions are known to rub and scratch on tree 

trunks. In addition, mice and voles feed on 

trunk bark and cambium tissue during the 

harsh winter months. Some of this damage 

can be prevented by annually wrapping sus-

ceptible trees with a protective barrier or 

cage that deters rubbing or feeding activities. 

Unfortunately, due to our proximity to nature 

and wild animals, preventing all damage is 

not possible but can, nonetheless, be man-

aged. 

   Finally, tree roots themselves can girdle 

trees. Girdling roots can occur naturally; how-

ever, the condition often develops when 

plants have been growing in pots too long 

and a few roots circle inside the containers. 

If these encircling roots are not cut before 

planting, they can strangle the tree as the 

trunk and roots grow. Pressure from the gir-

dling root at the base of the tree restricts 

food and water movement that can seriously 

weaken and even kill the tree. If a girdling 

root is suspected, contact a Certified Arborist 

to carefully inspect the base of the trunk and 

the soil around it and to make proper recom-

mendations for removal or recovery.  For 

more quality information about trees please 

visit the International Society of Arboricul-

ture’s consumer website @  

            What is Girdling? 
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Lawnmower/weed trimmer damage at  the base of a 

Choke cherry tree 

Girdling damage caused by Voles and Mice 

    Dear valued customers and friends, 
    Preparing for this season has been 

uniquely different than previous years from 

personal and business perspectives. The 

struggling economy has us all concerned 

about the future. How will it affect our work-

load? How do we staff for the upcoming sea-

son? As we all try to plan for these uncertain 

times, I truly believe that any company run-

ning in “standard operating mode” will not 

cut it in today’s economy. Our goal at  Arbor-

Care Resources, Inc. is to focus on providing 

the highest quality of service to you, our cus-

tomer, by making smart decisions in every 

aspect of the business. Our dedication to 

preserving and protecting your growing in-

vestment in the most professional manner is 

a mission we take very seriously. 

    Times are changing and so has the local 

flora . Take a look at some old photos of the 

surrounding Wood River Valley 50+ years 

ago. The landscape today is world class and 

quite different from the sagebrush 

valley floor from the past. This 

manmade landscape requires 

irrigation and consists mainly of two species 

of trees, aspen and spruce . This evolution of 

the valley’s natural features has created 

some unique issues, especially with damag-

ing insects and diseases. The maintenance 

and control applications we conduct are very 

important and necessary to keep these new 

complexities in check. We recognize this and 

know most of you do as well. 

    I am very excited to enter this thirteenth 

season with the same core personnel we 

have carried for the last several years. And to 

boast a little, we now have five ISA Certified 

Arborists on staff! I am sure many of you 

know them well. I love to get calls that re-

quest a specific staff member, such as “just 

send Jordan and crew over”, or “have Manny 

call me to set up a time.” Our entire staff 

realizes the severity of the times and are 

committed to exceeding your expecta-

tions for quality and value. 

    Kris and I enjoy serving you as own-

ers and operators of ACR. We honestly 

can’t think of anything we would rather 

be doing. It has been both a rewarding 

and challenging path through life as we 

juggle business and family. We are ex-

tremely grateful for your business over 

the past twelve years and we optimisti-

cally look forward to serving you in the 

future. 

See you soon, 

Bill Josey 

Owner’s Branch 

Wood River Valley 1884 



Pine Needle Scale 

    Ten years ago, pine needle scale was 

rarely found on evergreens throughout the 

entire Wood River Valley. Unfortunately, the 

situation has changed and over the last 

three to five years, pine needle scale has 

exploded from one end of the valley to the 

other. According to Johnson and Lyon 

(1991), “pine needle scale, Chionaspis pini-

foliae, is one of the most serious pests of 

ornamental pines in the Unite States.” This 

statement might have been debatable ten 

years ago, but currently this non-native pest 

is devouring trees and entire neighborhoods. 

Locally, the most common host for pine nee-

dle scale is Colorado blue spruce which is 

currently present in high numbers in the 

majority of landscapes throughout the valley. 

Although pine needle scale prefers blue 

spruce, other species of spruce, pines, and 

even firs can and are being attacked in our 

area. The main causes of this epidemic are 

high percentages of non-native blue spruce 

in the valley, simultaneous maturing of  trees 

and landscapes, decreasing open spaces 

between homes and neighborhoods, and 

changing climatic conditions. Along with 

other factors, these issues have all signifi-

cantly contributed to the explosion of this 

pest in our area. 

    Pine needle scale is easily identified as 

small white dots (scales) on the needles of 

evergreen trees and shrubs. These armored 

insects use special mouthparts to suck juice 

from the needles which in turn causes them 

to first turn yellow or brown and then drop off 

the branch. Light attacks are difficult to de-

tect and can go unnoticed for several years. 

Heavy infestations cause branches and lar-

ger areas of the tree to die off. Furthermore,    

severe infestations have been reported to kill 

trees, although this is rare. Extreme infesta-

tions do cause added stress to the trees as 

well as a very noticeable poor aesthetic ap-

pearance. 

    Locally, pine needle scale has only one 

generation per year, but as temperatures 

warm, we may have two. It overwinters as an 

egg under the protective white shell on the 

needles. From late May to mid June, the 

eggs hatch, becoming crawlers which are 

active for 2-3 weeks. During this period, 

movement and dispersal of the scales are 

the greatest. Crawlers mainly move between 

trees via touching branches and wind disper-

sal. The male crawlers die after mating, while 

females scale up in late summer and lay 

approximately 40-100 eggs which overwinter 

under the scale until the following spring. 

    Because Colorado blue spruce is an intro-

duced species to this valley, there are not 

large existing populations of beneficial in-

sects such as parasitic wasps to keep this 

pest in check. Chemical control applications 

are currently the most effective method in 

managing this pest. These applications in-

volve monitoring for hatch and subsequently 

spraying to kill crawlers before they harden. 

Achieving acceptable control can be tricky 

even when everything is being done cor-

rectly. In many cases, control programs are 

often less than 100% due to the varying tim-

ing of egg hatch, chemical resistance, and re

-infestations caused by untreated neighbor-

ing trees. It is important to remember that 

even with very effective control, the dead 

scales do not go away, and consequently, 

the “white spots” on the needles will remain 

for years. While not eradicating this pest, our 

current control programs have shown to be 

effective in managing these pests. Fortu-

nately, new contact and systemic products 

are becoming available that increase the 

open window for control applications. The 

downside of these new products is they tend 

to be more costly than previously used mate-

rials. Our hope is that more people will be-

come aware of this devastating pest, and as 

a community we can work to reduce the re-

infestation rate between neighborhoods.  

    Hiring an ISA Certified Arborist is the first 

step in determining if the scale is active and 

needs further treatment or if control meas-

ures have been successful. ArborCare Re-

sources, Inc. is using all options available to 

gain control of this widespread pest includ-

ing combinations of systemic and traditional 

spray applications. Give us a call today to 

schedule a spring site visit! 

What’s Bugging Us? 

Arborist Disclosure Statement 
Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training and experience to examine trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty 

and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of living near trees. Clients may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations of the arborists, or to 

seek additional advice. Regular site visits by Certified Arborists included in our Plant Health Care programs do not guarantee the safety of trees. Arborists 

cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree. Trees are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. 

Conditions are often hidden within trees and below ground. Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances, or for a 

specified period of time. Likewise, remedial treatments, like any medicine, cannot be guaranteed. Treatment, pruning and removal of trees may involve con-

siderations beyond the scope of the arborist’s services such as property boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes between neighbors, and other 

issues. Arborists cannot take such considerations into account unless complete and accurate information is disclosed to the arborist. An arborist should then 

be expected to reasonably rely upon the completeness and accuracy of the information provided. Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled.  To 

live near trees is to accept some degree of risk. The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate all trees. 
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Mature Dalma-

tian Toadflax 

plant 

Characteristic white dots on Colorado Blue Spruce 

Tree needle loss due to heavy scale infestation 

  Noxious Weed Update 

    Several different species of Knapweed and 

Toadflax continue to be the most problematic 

noxious weeds in our valley. As residents of this 

area, we should all know about noxious weeds 

and how to identify them. These non-native pests 

are labeled noxious weeds by law because of 

there invasive nature and potential adverse im-

pacts on the economy and the environment. Nox-

ious weeds currently cost the state of Idaho mil-

lions of dollars by degrading wildlife habitat, chok-

ing streams and waterways, overtaking beneficial 

native plants, creating fire hazards, and poisoning 

livestock and humans. Idaho law requires land-

owners to control noxious weeds on their prop-

erty. Doing so is always challenging because it 

requires persistent scouting and control applica-

tions for many years. Nevertheless, we continue 

to make great progress at the properties we ser-

vice by doing just that. If you suspect noxious 

weeds on your property, contact us to set up a 

site visit and a customized management plan. 

Visit www.agri.state.id.us for more helpful infor-

mation about local noxious weeds. 

Emerging 

Spotted 

Knapweed 

rosette 



2009 Price Schedule 

Our Services 

Certified Arborist Consulting 
Appraisals, Condition Reports, Preservation, 
Written Opinions & other special projects                              
$110/hr 
  
Plant Health Care Programs                                   
Customized Seasonal Site Visit & Management Plans         Call 
for  estimate 
(Starting at $35/site visit  and $200/Full season) 
                  
Tree Removals, Brush Chipping, Trim Department 
(minimum charge - $75) 
Certified/Climbing Arborist + Groundsman                               
$85/man hr 
Stump Grinding  

           Call for Estimate 
 
Tree & Shrub Fertilization (minimum charge - $75) 
Granular Top Dress                                  $2/
inch DBH 
Deep Root Fertilize                                  $4/
inch DBH 
 
Pest & Disease Management for Trees and Shrubs 
(minimum charge - $75) 
Soil injection/Root Drench       Starting @$4/inch 
DBH 
Control Sprays                                                  Call for estimate 
Plant Growth Regulator        $8/inch DBH 

 
 

208) 788-1611 
 

PO Box 397 
Hailey, Idaho 83333 

arborcare_resources@msn.com 

Plant Health Care (PHC) Program 

    The objective of Plant Health Care is to maintain or improve the landscape’s appearance, vitality, and safety, using the most cost-

effective and environmentally sensitive practices and treatments available. PHC involves a strong commitment to working closely with 

you, the landscape owner. Our PHC programs initially involve regular site visits by a certified arborist to inspect and monitor tree, shrub, 

and lawn health. Secondly, if problems or potential problems are detected during a monitoring visit, we will recommend solutions. Finally, 

based on your specific program, we will make necessary treatments that address your concerns and are appropriate to your landscape 

budget and goals. Individualized programs and flexibility are at the heart of PHC and range from a single site visit to weekly visits per season. You 

will find that having ArborCare Resources, Inc. on site will lead to a healthier and happier landscape. Call today to schedule an inspection! 

Tree & Shrub Pruning and Removal 

     Proper pruning enhances the beauty of almost any landscape tree or shrub, while improper pruning can ruin or greatly reduce its 

aesthetic value. Although plants in the wild grow quite well with only nature’s pruning, landscape plants require a higher level of care to 

maintain their safety and aesthetics. Using improper pruning methods causes healthy plants to be weakened or deformed. Pruning, like 

any other skill, requires knowledge and experience to achieve success. More trees are killed or damaged each year from improper prun-

ing than by pests. The most common reasons for pruning are to remove dead or rubbing branches, clear buildings, disease sanitation, 

increase light and air penetration, and eliminate hazards. Pruning can usually be done at any time of the year; however, recommended 

times vary with different species.  Some exceptions include fruit bearing or flowering trees and shrubs, which should be trimmed while in 

dormant periods. ArborCare Resources, Inc. offers full trimming and removal services, including stump grinding, brush chipping, and 

cabling. Our certified arborists follow the recommended practices for quality and safety as established by the International Society of 

Arboriculture. We are dedicated to ethics and quality in all of our business practices and we pride ourselves in using the proper tools and tech-

niques to get the job done correctly and efficiently. Contact us today for a free estimate. 

Insect and Disease Control 

     Our Integrated Pest Management program (IPM) employs every available tool to hold pest and disease damage to 

acceptable levels. IPM strategy weaves together conservation, cultural and physical methods, and highly selective con-

trol applications. When necessary, our professional and licensed applicators employ spot treatments solely to plants that 

are affected by the problem while using the lowest acceptable dosage that will provide control of the targeted pest. Using 

this approach limits exposure to the environment and beneficial populations already in place. Public concerns over the 

use of pesticides are extremely important to us. Our IPM program strives to satisfy those concerns as well as gaining 

satisfactory control over pest populations. We are happy to discuss any concerns you may have regarding products we use. 

Certified Arborists on Staff 

Bill Josey 
Jeff Beacham 
Jordan Baker 
Liz Conrod 
Nick Chickrell 

Lawn Care and Weed Control 

    Our specialized services include fertilization and weed control in turf and native areas, aeration, over-seeding, and soil testing. 

As with our tree and shrub care division, lawn care focuses on providing the highest quality products and service in the most effi-

cient manner. We design and implement custom lawn and weed control programs to fit all customer needs. Furthermore, we real-

ize that there is a growing desire for organic lawn care practices and therefore we provide alternative products and methods upon 

request. Our goal is to make sure that the valley’s lawns are healthy and green while at the same time being mindful of our impact 

on the environment. We strive to provide our customers with exceptional products, personalized service and the best results in the 

industry. We look forward to a great season and hope we can take care of all your lawn, tree, and shrub care needs.  


