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TREE CARE P ROFESSION ALS DEDICATED TO P RESERVING
AND PROTECTING YOUR GROWING INVEST MENT

Celebrating 10 Years of Quality Service!
During the past ten years ArborCare
Resources, Inc. has emerged as the
industry leader in central Idaho. We
are fortunate to have such a great,
valley-wide client base. We thank all
of our loyal customers for our continued success and look forward to
serving you in the future.
Due to the extremely dry winter, we
are preparing for an early start to our
eleventh season serving the Wood River
Valley and surrounding areas. We have
been working hard this off-season refining our methods in our effort to always
be raising the standard of services and
quality. We are striving to better integrate all of our services for a more comprehensive landscape and client approach in addition to our customized
Plant Health Care programs.
Reflecting on the past ten seasons
operating ACR, Kris and I sincerely
appreciate our most valuable asset to our
company, our dedicated employees.
Once again we have our full staff returning. Liz Conrod handles many of our
Plant Health Care customers, while
Manny Austin operates the spray depart-

ment. Jordan Baker enters his seventh
season heading up the trim department
and Nick Chickrell will continue managing our growing turf and weed department. Jeff Beacham and Sean Buckley
will continue to float between the spray
and trim departments. We are always
actively recruiting quality people to join
our team, in spite of the complexity of
finding affordable housing in the valley,
which is always an issue in hiring.
We live in an alpine desert that has
limited species diversity, many maturing
landscapes, and diminishing free space
between homes and neighborhoods.
Over the past few years, these and other
factors have contributed to the explosion
of various insects and diseases in our
area, including a few new species. Due
to these recent outbreaks, I truly feel as
though our job is becoming more challenging and more important all the time.
With the changes in weather due to
global warming, I believe this will continue to be the case.
Kris and I continue to enjoy serving
you as owners and operators of ArborCare Resources. It has been a rewarding
and challenging path through life, pushing us to better manage our time with

family. We greatly appreciate the years you have
allowed us to work with you and look forward to
the years ahead.
See you soon,
Bill Josey

Mosquitoes and West Nile Virus
Mosquitoes and West Nile Virus were a huge concern in Idaho last summer. With Idaho leading the
nation in human and animal cases of the virus, many local property owners are wondering what they
can do to control mosquitoes around their land and water features. We offer customized programs
aimed at preventing and controlling these pests in the most environmentally conscious way possible.
Please feel free to contact us for more information or to schedule a visit concerning your property.

What’s Bugging Us...
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Insect and disease control
continues to be the most dynamic and challenging aspect of
tree and shrub care in our valley. Over the past few years we
have seen an explosion of damaging insects in local landscapes. Factors contributing to
this problem include the high
desert environment, warming
global temperatures, maturing
landscapes, the diminishing free
space between homes and
neighbor hoods, and lack of
species diversity. Furthermore,
many local landscapes are similar in age, resulting in more
attractive targets for destructive
insect populations to inhabit.
Some of these destructive
pests are native to the intermountain west; however, other
species have been introduced to
the area. Mountain Pine Beetle
and Douglas Fir Tussock Moth
are both indigenous to the region. The pine beetle has been
ravaging lodgepole pines in our

valley and in the
Stanley basin for many
years. Recent Tussock
Moth outbreaks have
been devouring fir trees
west of the hospital
and toward Greenhorn Gulch.
In contrast, there
are a few introduced species of
insects that have
begun to establish
permanent homes in
the Wood River Valley. For example, the
White Pine Weevil
has been attacking the
tops of spruce trees
for more than ten
years now. In addition, a more recent
invasive pest called
Willow Scale is
causing widespread
damage and death
to many aspen
groves throughout
the valley. Pine

Needle Scale, another
persistent foreign pest, is
infesting evergreens from
Bellevue to Ketchum.
Unfortunately, it seems
these introduced insects are more destructive, not only establishing themselves in
our environment, but
also thriving here. As
disheartening as that
may sound, we are gaining ground on many of
these issues. We do not
expect these aggressive
pests to ever be totally
eradicated from the valley, but we have confidence in our established control programs. These insect
populations can be
successfully held at
acceptable levels
through proactive
scouting and control
measures. Locating
hatching eggs and

controlling them before they become adults is directly related to
the success of control programs.
Without a doubt, the timing of control applications is critical.
We work a great deal with the
local and regional forest service
entomologists and pathologists to
utilize their resources and information. We also share data with each
other regarding diseases and insects crossing lines from our valley
to the forest and vice versa. Currently the regional forest service
entomologist is working on a grant
to study Willow Scale damage in
the Wood River Valley as a part of
the larger aspen decline project.
The most challenging issues
surface when we are hired on site
too late or when there are uncontrollable stress factors existing such
as poor installation, poor soils,
improper species for location, or
poor irrigation and drainage. Contact us today for more information
about our PHC Programs or to
schedule an inspection of your
landscape.

U TAH S TATE T REE
Blight
C LIMBING C OMPETION : Fire
A devastating bacterial disACR EMPLOYEES TAKE ease called Fire Blight is affect-

of the branches and stem. The
bark in these areas is dark and
sunken. These bacteria overwinter in the cankers formed
in previous years. In early
summer when environmental
conditions are ideal, bacterium
is disseminated by water, insects, and humans.
There are currently no cures
for Fire Blight, only means of
controlling the spread of the
bacteria. Infected branches
should be pruned off no less
than 8 inches from the infected
area. Pruning should be performed with sterilized tools
when the tree is dormant. Hiring a professional is recommended because pruning out

infected branches and shoots requires a trained eye.
During the fall of every year we
prune and sanitize many infected
trees. To ensure the health and
proper pruning of your trees, allow one of our trained arborists to
handle it for you. Call us today to
be added to our fall Fire Blight
trim schedule!

ing many crabapple trees
throughout our valley. The bacterium, Erwinia amylovora, has
detrimental effects on apple,
pear, mountain ash, and cotoneaster as well. Flowering Crabapples are particularly susceptible when planted at high altitudes.
Fire blight gets its name from
the fire scorched appearance of
leaves, stems, flowers, and
fruit. Once the tree is infected,
On September 9th, 2006, Jor- the bacteria moves from the
dan Baker and Jeff Beacham shoots to the older twig portions
competed in the Utah Tree and finally to the trunk. Oozing
Above: Fire Blight branch canker
Climbing Competition in Salt cankers form on affected parts
Lake City, Utah. Equipped
with ropes and harnesses, 14
climbers competed in 5
Certified arborists are individuals who have achieved a level of knowledge in the art and science of
events to determine who
tree care through specialized courses, experience in the field and a comprehensive examination develwould advance to the world oped by experts in the industry. Because certified arborists must also continue their education to maincompetition in Hawaii this
tain their certification, they are more likely to be up to date on the latest techniques and issues related
coming summer. Congratula- to tree care. Proper tree care is an investment that can lead to substantial returns. Correctly maintained
tions to Jordan and Jeff for trees and shrubs are not only aesthetically pleasing, but they can also add considerable value to your
taking 3rd and 6th place in
property. Conversely, poorly maintained trees take years to correct and present a significant liability to
Utah!
the property owner. Presently, we have four certified arborists on our team. Call to speak with one!
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Why Hire a Certified Arborist?

Management Theories: Why Topping Hurts Trees
Topping is the indiscriminant cutting to stubs of tree
branches or lateral branches
that are not large enough to
assume the terminal role.
The most common reason
given for the use of topping
is to reduce the size of a
tree. Home owners often
feel that their trees have
become too large for their
property or their view. Some

people also fear that tall
trees may pose a hazard.
Topping, nevertheless, is not
a viable method for height
control and certainly does
not eliminate the hazard. In
fact, topping reduces the
health of trees and makes
them more hazardous in the
long term. Topping is a high
-cost, high maintenance
pruning practice that results

in disfigured, unhealthy
trees.
There are alternatives to
topping including crown
reduction, thinning, and
plant growth regulators.
These methods are significantly less injurious to the
tree’s health and aesthetic
value. Often the best solution is to remove the tree
and replace it with a species
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that is more appropriate for the
site. Every species of tree has
different height, width, and
spacing needs in
order to grow into
a healthy, mature
tree. Carefully
matching your
tree selection with
the site’s needs
can prevent the
need to take drastic measures

Our Services
Plant Health Care (PHC) Program
Fun Facts About Trees
The objective of PHC is to maintain or improve the landscape’s appearance, vitality and—in the
case of trees—safety, using the most cost-effective and environmentally sensitive practices and treatments available. PHC involves monitoring, using preventative treatments, and adopting a strong comThe death of one 70-year
mitment to working closely with you, the tree owner.
old tree would return over
Trees & shrubs represent a considerable long-term investment in your landscape. With proper care, three tons of carbon to the
these plants will provide beautiful surroundings, cooling shade, and many other benefits for decades.
atmosphere.
We have the experience and training to detect many potential tree & shrub problems before they become life threatening or hazardous.
PHC first involves inspection and monitoring of tree & shrub health. Second, if problems or potenTrees lower air temperatial problems are detected during a monitoring visit, we will develop solutions. Lastly, PHC involves
ture by evaporating water
YOU. We will give you information to ensure that decisions about treatment address your concerns
and are appropriate to your landscape budget and goals. Plant Health Care is a program that is tailored
in their leaves.
to the needs of the client and his or her trees & shrubs. Individualized programs and flexibility are at
the heart of PHC and range from a single visit to weekly visits per season. You will find that having an
ArborCare Resources, Inc. on site will lead to healthier and happier trees & shrubs.
Trees improve water qualCall today for more information or to schedule an inspection of your trees and shrubs.
ity by slowing and filtering

rainwater as well as pro-

Integrated Pest & Disease Management (IPM)
ArborCare Resources’ IPM program employs every available tool to hold pest numbers below dam- tecting aquifers and watersheds.
aging levels. Our strategy weaves together practices such as conservation, cultural and physical controls, and highly selective control applications. When necessary, our spray department employs spot
treatments, the application of materials to only those plants in the ‘hot spots’ that are affected by the
problem and not those plants that are not infested. This is a desirable approach because it limits effects Trees along streets act as
on the environment and beneficial populations already in place. We believe using the lowest acceptglare and reflection control.
able dosage will control the targeted pest and may be helpful in avoiding toxicity to non-targeted organisms and the environment. Public concerns over the use of pesticides are extremely important to us.
Our IPM program strives to satisfy those concerns as well as gaining satisfactory control over pest
populations. We are happy to discuss any concerns you may have regarding materials used .
Tree & Shrub Pruning
Proper pruning enhances the beauty of almost any landscape tree and shrub, while improper pruning can ruin or greatly reduce its landscape potential. Although plants in the wild grow quite well with
only nature’s pruning, landscape plants require a higher level of care to maintain their safety and aesthetics. It is better not to prune than to do it incorrectly. By using improper pruning methods, healthy
plants are often weakened or deformed. Pruning, like any other skill, requires knowing what you are
doing to achieve success. The old idea that anyone with a chain saw or a pruning saw can be a landscape pruner is far from the truth. More trees are killed or damaged each year from improper pruning
than by pests. Common reasons for pruning are to remove dead branches, clearing buildings, disease
control, to remove crowded or rubbing limbs and to eliminate hazards. Trees may also be pruned to
increase light & air penetration to the inside of the tree’s crown or the landscape below. Pruning can
actually be done at any time of the year; however, recommended times vary with different plants.
Some exceptions include fruit bearing or flowering trees and shrubs, which should be trimmed while
in dormant periods. ArborCare offers full trimming and removal services, including stump grinding,
brush chipping, and cabling. We follow the recommended practices as established by the International
Society of Arboriculture and we pride ourselves in using the proper tools and techniques to get the job
done correctly and efficiently. Contact us today for an estimate.

For more fun facts about trees
and other consumer information,
visit the International Society of
Arboriculture at:
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Alternatives to Topping: Plant Growth Regulators

Prior to the introduction of
plant growth regulators (PGR),
mechanical trimming was the
only method available to arborists to reduce tree and
shrub size. Chemical growth
retardants were developed as a
cheaper approach to reducing
the size of plants. This method
eliminates the need for costly

mechanical trimming and cleanup. Additional benefits of using
the products include enhancing
their tolerance to harsh environmental conditions and resistance
to fungal diseases.
PGR products are chemicals
that affect flowering, fruit and
foliage color, aging, root growth,

and shoot growth. These are synthetic compounds that mimic
naturally occurring plant hormones. They are most often applied as a spray to foliage, a liquid drench around the plant’s
base, or as a trunk or soil injection. All evergreen and hardwood species have shown good

results after PGR treatment.
It is highly recommended and
advisable that PGR products be
applied by an experienced and
certified professional who is
familiar with the technology and
the identification of woody
plants. If you wish further information, please contact us.

Why Can’t Lawn Weeds Just Be ELIMINATED For Good?
While weeds can be treated before and after they sprout using pre-emergent and post-emergent controls, it is impossible to stop them
from appearing altogether. There will always be weed seeds in your soil. Weeds are known for their ability to produce excessive amounts
of seed. In fact, over 200 seeds can be found in just one dandelion seed head. In addition, seeds are designed to travel very long distances
by wind, water, animals, and even humans. One way or another, they are constantly being deposited into your soil. Amazingly, just one
square foot of soil can hold more than 1,000 weed seeds in the top inch alone!
Weed seeds are, unfortunately, very patient, emerging only when conditions are ideal. Weed seeds can stay dormant in your lawn for
many years, rearing their ugly heads when conditions are favorable for their survival. Until weeds stop producing seeds, we will continue
to deal with their annoying presence in lawns.
The most effective way to keep weed populations at acceptable levels is to proactively scout and make control applications at regular
intervals during the growing season. Weeds are most easily controlled in the seed and juvenile stages; therefore early detection and control directly affect the success of a weed control program. Mowing practices, proper watering, and soil nutrient levels can also play a significant role in controlling weeds. Allow ArborCare to design a custom lawn care and weed control program to fit YOUR needs!

2007 Price Schedule
Certified Arborist Consulting
Appraisals, Condition Reports, Preservation,
Written Opinions & other special projects

Tree & Shrub Fertilization (minimum charge - $75)
Granular Top Dress
$1.75@DBH
Plant Health Care Programs
Call
Deep Root Fertilize
for pricing
$3.50@DBH
Individualized seasonal site management ranging
Pest & Disease Management for Trees and Shrubs
from a single visit to weekly visits each season—
(minimum charge - $75)
call to determine what’s best for you
(Aphids, Leaf Spot, Bores, White Pine Weevil, Tussock Moth,
Pine Tip Moth, Cooley Gall, Mountain Pine Beetle, Fruit Tree
Programs, Dormant Oil, etc.)
Tree Removals, Brush Chipping, Trim Department
(minimum charge - $75)
Soil injection
$3.50@DBH
Certified/Climbing Arborist + Groundsman
$85/man hr
Control Sprays
varies w/mgmt apStump Grinding
Call for an esti- proach & mat’l
mate
$105/hr

(208)788-1611
1731 Lear Lane
PO Box 397
Hailey, ID 83333

on staff

member on staff

MEMBER

